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April 2023

We hope you enjoy this edition of the
Quantock Messenger. Each month we look
forward to receiving articles of interest,
photo's, local history, local walks, recipes,
news of what's going on in the villages—
whatever you think will be of interest to others. If you are not
a regular contributor please email the editor for guidelines of
how to contribute. Articles should be sent to the editor by
15th of the preceding month -
editor@quantockmessenger.org.uk .

In the meantime, we wish you a very Happy Easter and fingers
are crossed for some drier weather.

Best wishes from the QM team.

Your Messenger Team

Please email articles/photos to
edtor@quantockmessenger.org.uk

Please email adverts to:
advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk

Edwina Editor By email | Jan Editor 734561
& email

Sidn Editor By email | Richard | Printer 732 412

Beer

Sally Advertising 732 298 | Molly Assembly - 732 166

Dymock Bradner Distribution

Sally & John  Collating | 732 298

Dymock




CLUBS & SOCIETIES IN NETHER STOWEY & OVER STOWEY

Allotment Association

Bruce Roper 732 043

Coleridge Probus Club

Philip Comer (01984) 656 720
Coleridge Cottage

Tel: 732 662

Friends of Coleridge

Helen Boyles helenmboyles@gmail.com
Friends of Over Stowey Church
Christopher Stone 732 907

Friends of Quantock

Mary ter Braak (01984) 656 633

Friends of Nether Stowey School

Lisa Rendle 732 508

Nether Stowey Art Group

Mac Muir 01278 732382

Nether Stowey Football Club

Chair:  Nigel Waterman 732 310
Seniors: Steve Easden 07788 370014
Juniors: Nigel Waterman 732 310
Minis:  Richard Marriott 07890 451694
Nether Stowey Playing Fields Commit-
tee

Jane Erskine 732 025

Nether Stowey Short Mat Bowls

Cath Roberts 732 789

Nether Stowey Twinning Association
Open to everyone. Ian Pearson 732 228
Nether Stowey & Fiddington Women'’s
Institute

Margaret Harris 734 613

Terry Binding 732 710

Over Stowey Bellringers

Over Stowey Bowls Club

Wendy Hill 732 194

Over Stowey Cricket Club

Les Biffin 732963

Over Stowey Rights of Way Group
Richard Ince 733 237

Over Stowey Social Club

Sue Thomas 732 905

Over Stowey Tennis Court

Liz Onions 732 195

Over Stowey Village Hall

Jackie Barrow 07891 720565
Quantock AONB Office, Fyne Court
Tel: (01823) 451 884

Quantock Beekeepers Association
Ken Edwards 671 544

Quantock Players

Wendy Hobbs 733 197

Quantock Quilters

Anna Boulton 652309

Quantock Tennis Club

Robin Bendall 732 633

Royal British Legion - N/Stowey &
District

Viki Fielder 238 691

Stogursey Forget-Me-Not Cafe
Helen Cuttell 734 818

Stowey Bears (pre-school)

Tina Miller 734 636

Stowey Book Club

Alison Whittingham 732 446
Stowey Gardeners

Lucy Haswell 01278 671289
Stowey Green Spaces Group

Roy Osborne 734604

Stowey Walking

Lynne Abbott 732 228

Thomas Poole Library, Nether Stowey
Sian Stafford 732 741

Wednesday Club

Maggie Harrison 732 532




DIARY DATES 2023

Every Monday (except Bank Holidays) - Toddler Storytime - 11am - TPL
2nd & 4th Monday each month - Quantock Quilters - 10am-1pm - NSCC
Every Tuesday - Walk for Health - Quantock Medical Centre

Every Tuesday - Short Mat Bowls 2-5pm - NSCC

Every Wednesday - Nether Stowey Wednesday Club - 10am-2pm - NSCC

Every 2nd Wednesday of the month - Evening talk at the Library 7.30pm -
9pm - TPL

1st & 3rd Thursday each month - Art Group - 2-4pm - NSCC

Every 2nd Thursday each month - Nether Stowey & Fiddington WI - 2pm -
NSCC

Every 3rd Thursday — Stowey Gardeners - 7.30pm - NSCC
Every Friday - Knit & Natter - 10:30-12:00 - TPL

April 9th The Marion Evered Trust Annual Tractor run email terstrac-
tors@icloud.com for details and booking

Monday 10th April Easter Bingo, eyes down 7.30 OSVH
Wed 12th April Maritime History of Somerset by Adrian Webb ~ TPL
Sunday 16th April APCM 12 noon at Over Stowey Church

Thurs 20th April Stowey Gardeners talk by Josh Hartnell on Orchids
NSCC

Friday 21st April Stowey Gardeners Car visit to Barford Park, TA5 1AG
Friday 21st April Bingo Night—NS Football Club. 7 for 7.30  NSCC
Sunday 26th April APCM 12 noon at Nether Stowey Church Centre

Thurs 27th April Stowey Green Spaces AGM & Ploughman'’s Supper
NSCC

Saturday 29th April Stowey Gardeners Plant Sale TPL
Saturday 29th April Curry Night for ‘Heart of India’ - details page 22.

Quantock Hills Walking Festival—8th to 11th June. Contact enquir-
ies@stoweywalking.org

NSCC - Nether Stowey Church Centre NSVH - Nether Stowey Village Hall
OSVH - Over Stowey Village Hall TPL - Thomas Poole Library,
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NETHER
STOWEY

50-50 LOTTERY DRAW

February 2023

1st Prize £34.12 Ticket No: 14 K Trout
2nd Prize £17.06 Ticket No: 203 S Pickard
3rd Prize £10.24 Ticket No: 205 P Thatcher
4th. Prize £6.83 Ticket No: 50 M Ford

Jane Eghsing, Trustee 732025

Sharon Mayell, Treasurer 732311

Winners for February and March 2023

Thank you to all those who are supporting the Nether Stowey Play-
ing Field's 50:50 Lottery (formerly known as the PDR Draw). Half of
all subscriptions are paid out in prizes and the money raised is go-
ing towards the new Stowey Centre which will be built on the play-
ing field. If you would like to know more or get involved please see
the information on the Nether Stowey Village Hall & Recreation
Ground website www.stowey.org.uk

S NETHER
&) STOWEY

50-50 LOTTERY DRAW

March 2023

1st Prize £34.12 Ticket No: 127 J Russ

2nd Prize £17.06 Ticket No: 172 J Payne

3rd Prize £10.24 Ticket No: 365 J Graham & R Elliott
4th Prize £6.83 Ticket No- 116 M Harris

Jane Egksine. Trustee 732025

Mayell, Treasurer 732311



https://www.stowey.org.uk/

As the season draws to a close, the football club can be very proud in
their achievements this past season, with the introduction of a wom-
ens side something the club and manager, Steve Easden, can be ex-
tremely proud of themselves.

Seniors Saturday: The Saturday 1* Team are sitting a healthy sixth in
Division One of the Taunton League, holding their own against all in
that division. Most recently denting Old Inn's promotion hopes with a
4-1 away win. A great achievement, particularly eight of the 13 man
squad was under 23 years of age.

The Reserves, not having played for a while, find themselves eighth in
Division Three of the Taunton League. This is only their second season
in senior football, with credit to all those who make themselves avail-
able to play. Every game is a learning curve for the reserves, most re-
cently having been 4-1 up against high flying Porlock with 10 minutes
to go, it ended up 4-4.

Seniors Sunday: Lying next to bottom of the Bridgwater and District
Sunday League, the players who turn out are not disheartened by this.
They see each match as a game of football and a massive learning
experience for the younger players of the squad.

Sponsorship: The club is still looking for a Womens sponsor, full kit
sponsor would cost £500. Alternatively you could just be a front of
shirt sponsor for £200. If interested please contact myself Mark Sells
on 07896 644636 or Steve Easden on 07788 370014.

That's it from the football club, don't forget the Bingo on April 21st.
Mark Sells




Qu:mt()ck Hills
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Be a responsible dog owner this spring

As the snowdrops are emerging and the trees come into bud it is a
great time to visit the Quantock Hills. The hills are a wonderful place
to explore with your dog and many people love to visit with their four
-legged friend.

But please remember that it is at this time of year when livestock such
as sheep and lambs are at their most vulnerable. Quantock Hills
AONB Rangers, local farmers and the Police would like to highlight
the Eroblems that some dogs can cause to livestock and wildlife on
the hills and in farmland.

Quantock Hills AONB Manager, lain Porter said: “For many of us our
dogs are part of the family and since the pandemic dog ownership in
England has increased by nearly 40%. With more people and more
dogs accessing the countryside there is the potential for more inci-
dents of dog worrying. We want people and their dogs to visit the
Quantock Hills and to do so in a responsible way, kgl ollowing the
Countryside Code and being aware of where their dog is at all times
and having them under close control.”

From 1° March — 31*" July dog owners are required by law to kee
their dogs on a lead when being walked across Open Access land in-
cluding the open Quantock hilltops and combes. In all other areas of
the countryside dogs should be kept under close control. It's not just
the physical attacks that cause harm but simply allowing a dog to
chase sheep may cause ewes to abort or become injured.

Andy Stevenson, Quantock Hills AONB Ranger said: “We'd like to take
this opportunity to remind all dog owners to please keep their dogs
on leads when walking close to lambs or sheep. Even if lambs are not
present in a flock, the ewes may well be pregnant and a dog causing
them to run or chasing them could cause them to abort”.

There have been manK times when Quantock farmers have had to
deal with the aftermath of dog attacks on sheep and in all cases, they
could have been easily avoided.

Quantock Farmer and Chairman of the Quantock Commoners Associ-
ation, Anthony Salvidge said: “Livestock worrying can be devastating




causing distress to animals and to farmers. For me it is the worst part
of farming the hills, getting that call and going to pick up a sheep
which has been ripped to pieces. After the distress and suffering
there are also the financial implications of having your animals treated
or in the worse cases the loss of that animal.”

1% March and 31% July, keeping your dog on a lead on Open Access
Land is also to protect ground nesting birds, as dogs run about in the
undergrowth they flush birds such as Nightjars and Skylarks off their
nests and may cause them to abandon them.

If your dog does kill or cause harm to livestock, you can be liable for a
significant fine and for the value of the livestock harmed - your pet
may also be dispatched, the cost of which will also have to be borne
by you. Moreover, if your dog is seen worrying livestock farmers can
shoot them.

If you witness an attack in progress, call 999 otherwise any incidents
witnessed should be reported to the Police on 101.

SUBSCRIPTION PAYMENT FOR DELIVERED QUANTOCK
MESSENGERS

The Annual Subscription of £5.00 for 2023 (ten cop-
ies) will be collected in April or May by our Distribut-
ers when they deliver your magazine.

Thank you for your continued support in purchasing
the hard copy issues.




QUANTOCK QUILTERS (Including Textiles)
We meet 2™ & 4" Monday each month

10am - 1pm
Nether Stowey Church Centre

Come & Join Us Beginner’s
Welcomed

No experience necessary

Contact: Anna Boulton 01278 652307
Gill Griffiths 01278 733709
Meg Smith 01278 671837
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If you love gardens or gardening, enjoy hearing about or visiting beautiful
gardens, want to pick up lots of tips or add to your garden knowledge, en-
joy a social gathering of enthusiasts like listening to experts on a wide variety
of gardening subjects......

then come and join our monthly club!

We meet at the Church Centre, St Mary's Street, Nether Stowey, TAS 1L,
every 3rd Thursday of the month at 7.00 for 7.30. Come as a visitor to try us
out. £5 for a talk including tea/coffee & cakes and there is a raffle and gar-
den table too. Annual membership is £20. Car sharing available for visits.
Contact Lucy Haswell, Secretary. Phone: 01278 671289

website: https://sites.google.com/site/stoweygardeners

Spring/Summer Events 2023

Thursday 20th April - A talk by Josh Hartnell Orchids

Friday 21st April 2.30pm - Car visit to Barford Park, Spaxton TA5 1AG
Saturday 29th April - Plant Sale at The Thomas Poole Library, Nether Stowey
Thursday 18th May a talk by Dr Gavin Haig Creating a Wildlife Garden
Tuesday 23rd May - Car visit to Hillcrest, Curload, Stoke St Gregory TA3 6JA
Thursday 15th June - A talk by Margaret Adams, Living with the Boss (Tales
of a Farmer's Wife)

Thursday 22nd June - Car visit to Vexford Court, Higher Vexford, Lydeard St
Lawrence TA4 3QF

Tuesday 11th July - Car visit to Avalon, Higher Chillington, Iiminster TA19
OPT

Thursday 20th July - A talk by Claire Hart, Poultry Keeping for Beginners -
you can have hens and a nice garden

11




Gardening with Nick - April 2023 SeeoRm
w 0

What a mixture of weather we had in March. |
Following an unusually dry February we have already had rain,
frost and as I write snow! This should be a busy month particu-
larly in the vegetable garden and hopefully we will get some
quality spring sunshine to warm the soil required for good ger-
mination and plant establishment. Remember to look after
your soil and avoid working on it if is too wet. It is important to
avoid compacting the soil which can lead to poor drainage and

root run.

Vegetables: it is time to plant potatoes, first, second early and
towards the end of the month maincrop varieties. If you were
tempted to plant earlies last month it is important to earth up
new growth if it has appeared in order to protect it from possi-
ble frosts. It is the month when many vegetables can be sown
direct into prepared soil such as peas, beetroot, lettuce, spring
onion, radish, spinach, carrot, Swiss chard and parsnip. In pre-
pared seed beds or alternatively into modules leeks, Brussels
sprouts, summer cabbage, calabrese and summer and autumn
cauliflower can be sown and later transplanted. With crops
such as lettuce, salad leaves, spring onions, radish and parsley
smaller successional sowings are beneficial to provide continui-
ty of supply. Seedlings of rocket, radish, turnips and cabbage
are very susceptible to Flea beetle recognised by small holes
appearing in the seed leaves and foliage. Protection can be giv-
en by covering with fleece or very fine mesh such as envi-
romesh . A good month for planting asparagus crowns in pre-
pared beds. If you don't like Brussel sprouts and or Kale do try
Kalettes. A cross between sprouts and kale but where sprouts

12




would appear you get frilly rosettes tasting more like spring
greens -delicious!

The greenhouse: if the greenhouse has not had a thorough
clean now is the time to do it: cleaning the glass, framework
and benches etc. will pay dividends prior to sowing frost tender
crops such as French and runner beans, sweetcorn, courgettes,
marrows and squash. These will be ready to plant outdoors
once the risk of frosts has gone. The greenhouse will also be
prepared for planting tomatoes, cucumbers, aubergines and
peppers. The better the quality light entering the greenhouse
the better the quality of growth.

Ornamentals: as spring flowering bulbs go over remove the
old flower head so that energy is not wasted developing seeds
and leave the foliage to die back for at least six weeks which
allows time for the bulb to be replenished ready for next year.
Dormant dahlia tubers can be planted out and any new growth
should appear after the risk of frost has gone. Alternatively
start the tubers off in boxes of compost in the greenhouse and
the first shoots can be taken as cuttings and then the tubers
planted out. Herbaceous perennials can still be divided with
the old woody parts rejected in favour of young vibrant
growths. Take the opportunity to clean through the border re-
move any perennial weed and apply a general-purpose fertilis-
er such as growmore or blood, fish and bone. A mulch, 50-
75mm (2-3" deep) will help conserve moisture and provide
some weed control, particularly annual weeds. Now is a good
time to move or plant evergreens as long as the ground is not
too dry or waterlogged.

Nick Rigden
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THE

THOMAS POOLE
LIBRARY
NETHER STOWEY

If you haven't visited us for a while, just a reminder that we have
a fantastic selection of books and audiobooks for you to choose
from. We also have free Wi-Fi and 2 public network computers
with free online access to Ancestry.co.uk, which are available to
use during opening hours.

If you are unable to visit the library in person, Somerset Libraries
have a range of online services such as free Books, Audiobooks
and Magazines to download. For more information visit their
website at www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-
communities/libraries/ or their Facebook Page at

www.facebook.com/somersetlibrariesuk/
** WHAT'S ON **

Toddler Storytime: Mondays 11am to 11.30am

Chess Time: Thursdays 5pm to 6.30pm

Knit and Natter: Fridays 10.30am to 12 noon. Bring your own
project or just come for a natter

Play Reading: First Wednesday of the month at 2pm

MONTHLY TALKS:
Join us for our monthly talks in the library. Start time is 7.30pm

and bookings will be required. Entry fees are £3.50 for members
and £4.50 non-members. Coming soon:
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Wednesday 12" April - Maritime History of Somerset by Adri-
an Webb

Wednesday 10" May - Three Extraordinary Years: The Cole-
ridge’s at Stowey by author Bethany Askew

Opening Hours

Monday and Wednesday 10am to 1pm, Thursday 4pm to 7pm,
Friday 10am — 1pm and 2pm — 5pm,
Saturday 10am -1pm

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!

Nether Stowey Wednesday Club
i

\

A social gathering for older
& disabled people
For coffee, lunch & activities

Urgently need volunteers

If you can spare 4hrs per month
Please contact: Maggie 732532
Barbara 732412 or Ann 733027

15




The Latest from the Cricket Club

Well it's good to be back!! but looking out into my

garden it appears that winter has still got a sting in

it's tail as there is a blanket of snow and more on the way accord-
ing to the forecast.

During the closed season, the club has been busy tidying up the
ground and planning for the summer, this has included the pur-
chase of a new sight screen along with a state of the art moveable
net which hopefully will improve the skill levels of all age ranges.
The captains of both the 1°t and 2" teams remain the same, name-
ly Stephen Miller and William Marchent-Saunders (07423579554)
with the Friendly midweek team being led this year by Hayden
Langlois.

We are running two youth sides this year the under 11's will play
on Sunday mornings and the under 13’s on Friday evenings.
Training for all age groups starts on Tuesday 18™ April (6pm-
7.30pm) up at the ground at Marsh Mills and we welcome all ages
from 5 upwards.For more information please contact Kieron Bar-
row on (07932699224)

Senior Nets have started indoors at Chilton on Wednesday eve-
nings for more information please contact Stephen Miller
(07972297922) outdoor nets start 12/4/23 6-8pm at the ground.

If you are new to the village or have lived here for longer why not
come up and see what Over Stowey CC is all about, we are always
looking for new players or if you just fancy a bit of spectating in
beautiful surroundings then that's fine.

Below are the details of the first fixtures for all of our teams :

1stXI 6/5/23 v Stoke St Mary (H)

2"° X1 29/4/23 v Roadwater (h)

Friendly Midweek XI 18/5/23 v The Swan Inn

Over and Out Simon Pickard
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Easter

Over Stnweyanlao‘e hall =

fst;mtfda% 0§ Jown /. 30

Inaid of the Marion Evered Trust

The Marion Evered Trust

A busy Easter weekend with a charity tractor run on Sunday and
the Easter Bingo on Monday see info below.

Latest 200 club winners were £20 Angela Udell £10 Ricky Burland
£5 Julie Long

Please note the date change for the Charity tractor run below

Dates for your Diary April 9th Annual Tractor run email terstrac-
tors@icloud.com for details and booking

Easter Monday Easter bingo, Over Stowey village hall, always very
well attended so arrive in time, Eyes down 7.30

July 15th -16th Big Bash cricket weekend in conjunction with Over
Stowey Cricket club

17




Stowey
green )
spaces Annual General Meeting

Nether Stowey Church Centre: 7 pm Thursday, 27 April.

All welcome. Admission £5.00 to include a Ploughman'’s supper.
Please bring your own drinks and nibbles.

The AGM (the official part) will be an opportunity for an update
on Stowey Green Spaces Group's activities over the past year
and should last no longer than 30 minutes. There will then be
an informal social and ploughman'’s supper followed by tea or
coffee.

Please confirm attendance by Friday, 21 April by email to
stoweygreenspaces@stowey.org.uk or call 01278 734604.

Over Stowey and Nether Stowey Annual Meetings

Each year, like other organisations, our churches hold an Annual
Meeting often referred to as the Annual Parochial Church Meet-
ing (APCM). All are welcome to attend one or both of the
meetings to hear about the work of the church in the last
twelve months and what is ahead.

The meeting for Over Stowey Church is on Sunday 16" April at
10:30am in the Church after the morning service at 9:30am.

The meeting for Nether Stowey Church is on Sunday 16™ April
at 12noon in the Church Centre after the morning service at
11:00am.

The new Electoral Rolls will be published on Friday 31% March,
in the church and Church Centre porches, and will be available

18
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there for inspection until the APCM. If you would like a copy,
please contact the Benefice Office.

oWl Nether Stowey & Fiddington w1

INSPIRING WOMEN

Our monthly meeting on 9" March was our AGM, where Committee
members and Officers, ie our President, Secretary and Treasurer, were elect-
ed for the forthcoming year.

The Wl is the largest women's voluntary organisation in the UK and is grow-
ing annually, welcoming 30,000 new members last year. However, many
women are certainly interested in the WI and its aims and achievements but
cannot commit themselves, for various reasons, to actually becoming a
member. With this is mind, the WI have been working hard to develop
ways for the WI to engage with a wider audience, and so have come up
with the innovative idea of WI Supporters. WI Supporters will not be actual
members of the WI nor be able to determine the WI agenda. They will not
have monthly meetings or the right to vote on any WI matters. However,
WI Supporters may attend a WI meeting as a visitor. Your WI see this as a
good way for people to get involved in a way that suits them and perhaps
give them the incentive and encouragement to join the WL Further details
about becoming a WI Supporter will become available in the near future.
Our next meeting is on Thursday 13" April, at 200 in the Church Centre,
when we will have a retum visit from Kevin Little, a retired fishmonger with a

host of anecdotes. Entrance fee includes refreshments and a raffle.
AB
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NETHER STOWEY FOOTBALL CLUB
PRESENTS

BINGO NIGHT

8 Joe o Z G

u @ Wy .

/ o,
(4] G

J © !

- -

WITH RAFFLE AND AUCTION

FRIDAY 21° APRIL 2023
7pm for 7:30pm EYES DOWN
Venue: Nether Stowey Church Centre

Bring your own bottle or Hot / Soft Drinks Available.

Cakes / Snacks also available.

CASH ONLY on the night for Bingo Books / Refreshments.

Proceeds raised for ongoing Football Club costs plus donation to
charity.

For more info please contact Nigel (chairman) on 07966430361
or Steve (Head Coach) 07789058564.
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Hinkley Point C - Monthly Update HinkleyPointC

A round up of the latest news from Hinkley Point C 2,

JeaN

The first new nuclear reactor for a British power
station for more than 30 years

At just 13-metres long and weighing 500-tonnes, the
“reactor pressure vessel” will create the heat needed to
make steam for the world's largest turbines.

It is the first of two nuclear reactors which will be
installed at Hinkley Point C. Each reactor will help
provide enough low carbon electricity for 3m homes.

The reactor travelled from France to Britain arriving at
Avonmouth Docks, before being transported by barge
to Combwich Wharf. The final stage of the journey was
a 5 hour trip for 4 miles by a transporter to the
construction site.

Introducing Valdo Andrade

We are pleased to introduce Valdo Andrade, our new PCSO to the
Project. Valdo has been a PCSO for Sydenham for a year before moving
to the project’s police team. Valdo has previously worked as a driver
with Somerset Passenger Solutions so brings existing experience of
Hinkley Point C.

If you see Valdo out and about, he welcomes the opportunity to say
hello and is always happy to help.

Guy Martin’s visit to Hinkley Point C

Hinkley Point C is featured in an episode of “Guy §
Martin's Power Trip" on Channel 4, The TV star and
former TT racer visited site in the summer, as part of
his new series which explores the energy crisis and how
the UK generates electricity.

During his visit to the site, Guy was eager to get
involved in the construction work itself, The episode &
sees him taking part in a steel fixing shift, where he is
put to the test by BYLOR instructors.

Guy Martin's Power Trip is available to watch now on |8

Website: edfenergy.com/hpe Email: hinkley-enat
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29" Apri
IT’S CURRY NIGHT ! 600 pm
Nether Stowey Church

Heart For Centre

Vegetariah Option

EVeryohe welcome
Donations towards
Heart for India
To book, contact

Jennifer (01278 733007)
or Miriam (01278 733800).

At the February 2023 meeting it was confirmed that a site meet-
ing with the Highways Department would take place in March.
However, due to the snow, this has been postponed until April.
It is hoped that all issues will be discussed fully and an action
plan formulated with timescales for any work that is agreed —
further details will be given once they are available.

n the meantime if you notice any problems on the roads that
need reporting, you can do this online at the Somerset County
Council web page Report A Problem on the Road or at Fix My
Street.

Two new grit bins have been purchased by the Parish Council
and are at the March Mills crossroads and Bincombe Green
They were both in situ before the snow came, so may have been
in use already.
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On other matters, the Clerk has been contacted by the supplier
of the defibrillator as it needs a software update. The dates for
this are still to be confirmed and when they are, notices will be
put up to inform people of the removal of the unit and the loca-
tion of the next closest defibrillator (which is at the Quantock
Medical Centre in Nether Stowey).

Also, the Over Stowey Village Hall and Recreation Ground Com-
mittee have informed the Parish Council that on Sunday 7" May
2023 - over the Kings Coronation weekend - they will be hold-
ing a sheep racing fund raising event at the cricket ground in
Over Stowey to bring the community together. At the April 2023
meeting the Parish Council will consider how they can contribute
towards the day.

By the time this is published, the vesting day for the new unitary
authority will have taken place. Please visit the New Somerset
Council website for further information.

The next Parish Council meeting is scheduled for April 19th 2023
and the Annual meetings will be held in May as usual. Dates to
be confirmed. Please check the website and notice board for de-
tails.

If you have any concerns or issues you would like to bring to the
attention of the Parish Council, please contact the Clerk in the
usual ways:

Website: https://www.overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk/

Email: clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Phone: 07391 313740 (please leave a message if there is no re-

ply)

If you could leave your contact details, we can then ensure any
concerns raised are on the agenda for the next meeting.
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News from The Quantock Medical Centre April 2023

A BIG apology to anyone who was looking forward to attending
Nurse Helen Every Retirement Tea Party at the Church Centre on the
8" March — unfortunately it was the Snowiest day we have had for a
while and felt it was much safer to cancel and avoid all those slips
and trips and broken limbs from the walk to the Church Centre!.

Helen would like to say:

Thank you so much for all your endeavours towards my retirement
party for last Wednesday 8" March. Thank you also for the amazing
flowers, cards and donations towards my retirement gift. It was so
disappointing for all involved that the weather stopped the celebra-
tion.

I was very much looking forward to seeing everyone and enjoying a
cup of tea and a natter (plus my speech!).

Thank you once again you wonderful, lovely people. I really appreci-
ate all you have done and look forward to seeing you soon. Best
wishes Helen Every

A Little Piece about Helen Every's Nursing History

Helen is a third-generation nurse. Her mother Joyce was a nurse and
midwife as was her mother, Helen’s grandmother, Florence.

Helen started her training in 1980 aged 17. She trained as an ortho-
paedic nurse at the Princess Elizabeth Orthopaedic Hospital in Exeter.
The training was 20 months and after qualifying she went to Yeovil
District Hospital in 1982, to commence her training as an State Regis
tered Nurse, as it was called back then!

In 1985, Helen was awarded the Sir John English Memorial Shield for
Outstanding Nurse of the Year and she started her career as a staff
nurse on the orthopaedic wards at Yeovil. Helen moved to Oxford in
1986, to work as a senior staff nurse on a rheumatology ward in an
orthopaedic hospital, before leaving the NHS to work in the Sanatori-
um at Eton College, Windsor, for a year, where she cared for the sons
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of some famous people.

In 1989 Helen moved to Allhallows school near Seaton, Devon to run
her own school Sanatorium. Many a night was spent looking after
boys with rugby injuries, hangovers from illicit parties and multiple
health issues. While at Allhallows, Helen met and fell in love with the
school Catering Manager, Geoff Every. They married, settled down in
Chard and had a son, Harry.

While Harry was young Helen, worked nights in a Nursing Home and
locumed as a Practice nurse around Somerset before she was offered
a permanent post at Taunton Road Medical Centre in Bridgwater in
1998. During her time in Bridgwater Helen, gained many skills and
undertook a lot of training and many courses. In 2008 she achieved a
Bachelor of Science, First Class Honours Degree, as a Nurse Practi-
tioner. During her time at Taunton Road MC, she became the Clinical
Lead for Nursing. She also arranged training courses, supported
practice nurses throughout the Bridgwater Federation and lectured a
couple of times at Bournemouth University.

After Geoff retired, Helen was thrilled, following 18 yrs at Taunton
Road, to be offered a post as Lead Nurse and Advanced Nurse Practi-
tioner, at the Quantock Medical Centre in Nether Stowey, where she
lives.

In 2022 Helen was awarded the Alan Nabarro Medal for having Type
1 diabetes for 50 yrs. Shortly after this, Helen caught Covid and un-
fortunately while recovering, she had a heart attack. Because of this
and other health issues, Helen decided to retire after 42.5yrs as a
nurse. She wants to spend more time with Geoff, her family and to
enjoy her hobbies, especially travelling!

On a different note we have been very fortunate since my last Mes-
senger Article — we have had amazing offers of support to fund
equipment and put on fund raising events over the year, so we have
very much to be thankful for and we will update you as things occur.
Reaching out for help has been amazing and shown the generosity
of the village, I have been really heartened by this.

Helen Stacey — Practice Manager
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Quantock Eco

invites everyone to its brief

AGM

and celebration of another year with drinks, bites & talk

Climate Crisis!

Paradise Lost?

Julian Anderson

Friday 28" April — Crowcombe Village Hall
Doors open at 6:30 for 7:00 pm start — Entry Free

For more information email quantockeco@btinternet.com or call 07725 525484
Registered Charity number 1196489

I;, Quantock Eco’'s AGM & Talk:

Quantock Eco  we shall have our first face to face
P e AGM in two years on Friday 28th
April at 7 pm in Crowcombe Village Hall. Everyone is invited.

It will be a short business-like meeting, with a large part settled
beforehand, after which you are all invited to drinks and bites.
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These will be followed by a talk “Climate Crisis! - Paradise Lost?
The speaker will be Julian Anderson. Now fully retired he spent
44 years in business (Finance, Marketing and General Manage-
ment) working in various parts of the world for British and
American multinationals, and himself.

He was founding Chairman of Quantock Eco and served as a
Parish Councillor twice (2007 and 2019). He is a keen tennis
player and gardener and has opened his garden for charity on
several occasions.

The talk will analyse the problem of Climate Change using the
dialectic. It will consider what Paradise is, how Mankind is
changing it, and what might be done to ensure that the threat-
ened crises are resolved before they take their toll.

Flexercise is returning to Spaxton with Age UK
Somerset

Specially designed for people over 60, Flexercise is a
gentle, chair-based exercise session which uses fun props
and laughter to get you moving. Age UK Somerset invite
you to join them at Spaxton Village Hall to get fitter, feel
better, meet new people and have some fun!

After a short break, the class will be restarting on
Thursday 9™ February and will be held fortnightly. The
session costs £3 - pre-booking is advised. You can call

01823 345624 for more information or to book your place.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISMENTS

Advertisements are accepted in good faith but customers should

satisfy themselves that advertisers are able to supply the services
they offer and that they have valid DBS checks and qualifications as
appropriate.
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FORGET-ME-NOT-CAFE;
JUBILEE ROOMS, CASTLE STREET,

STOGURSEY
EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY 10.30 — 12 NOON

Forget-me-Not Cafés provide support, companionship
and a warm welcome to those who are recognising issues
with their memory, as well as their carers, family, and
friends.

We enjoy all sorts of activities including musie, bingo, singing,
puzzles, art and craft, in a friendly environment.

We also offer a friendly and confidential chat if vou need it.
Please note that our guests uith memory issues must be
accompanied by a family member, friend or carer.

All are welcome to come along for coffee and a chat. Helen and
Rose look forward to seeing you soon.

Upcoming Café Dates:

Wednesday 12th April @
Wednesday 26t April '
Wednesday 10t May

Wednesday 24+ May

Wednesday 7+ June

Burton Springs/ Yellow Door Cottage Fete will take place
again on Sunday May 28, There will be lots to do and see including
Stalls/Games, Dog Show, Bar, Music, Food available all day. Forget-me-
Not is holding a fund Raising Tombola which was a big success last vear.
Any unwanted gifts or donations for prizes would be very welcome. Thank
you.

For more information please contact:

Helen: 01278 733451 cutiellhelen@gmail.com Rose: o7507 374234
rosechalk@icloud.com
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COMMUNITY DIRECTORY

Police (emergency: 999 or non-emergency: 101)
Email somwestnptsedgemoor@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk
PC Claire Allen, PCSO Jason Wyatt, PCSO Jeremy Pidgeon
Jake Dade (Hinkley issues only) @avonandsomerset.police.uk

Antisocial behaviour call 0800 298 2009
Vandalism on the Quantock Hills call 101
Household noise problems (Environmental Health) call 0845 408 2540

County Councillor:
Michael Caswell 01278 652 043 MCaswell@somerset.gov.uk

District Councillors
Michael Caswell michael.caswell@sedgemoor.gov.uk

Julie Pay 01278 732 956 julie.pay@sedgemoor.gov.uk
Nether Stowey Parish Council / Over Stowey Parish Council
Clerk: Caro Slaymaker Clerk: Amanda McMurren

01278 733 779 01278 734 689

clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk

Bookings secretaries
N/Stowey Church Centre Pat Stacey 01278 732 518 (9am—9pm)
O/Stowey Village Hall Jackie Barrow 07891720565

Quantock Medical Centre (if closed call the NHS on 111)
Reception 01278 732696 8am - 6:30pm (Mon-Fri)
Dispensary 01278 733 385  10am - 12pm & 4 - 5pm (Mon-Fri)
Dispensary Collection  10am - 12pm & 4 - 6pm (Mon-Fri)
quantock.mc@nhs.net  https://quantockmedicalcentre.gpsurgery.net
Cannington Health Centre (if closed call NHS on 111)
Reception 01278 652 335 Prescription line 01278 651 311

Other Community Facilities
Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline 03454 040 506
Thomas Poole Library 732 741 (Mon & Wed 10-1, Thurs 4-7,Fri 10-1
& 2-5/ Sat 10am-1)
Quantock Hills AONB, Amanda Sampson - 01823 451 884,
quantockhills@somerset.gov.uk
Community Car Scheme Stowey Shuttle - 07943 923
Village Agent: Sarah Bennet, 07985 680269,
Email: sarahb@somersetrcc.org.uk
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Easter CHURCH SERVICES — APRIL 2023

nd th
: ril A9 ril 16" 23"
P P April April
Palm Easter
Sunday Day Easter 2 Easter 3
11:00am 11:00am | 1109 1 41:00am
Morning Holy Com- - Holy Com-
Nether Worshi munion ol Service munion
Stowey P APCM after
(C/Centre) (Church) (C/Centre) (Church)
9:30am
6:30pm 9:30am 9.30am
(S)t‘:ﬁ;ey Evensong Holy Com- H?Aﬁggrr?' Morning
munion APCM after Worship
11:00am
. 11:00am Holy Com- 6.30pm 11:00am
Aisholt . : Evensong :
Matins munion APCM after Matins
(BCP) ate
11:00am 11.00am 11:00am 11.00am
Holy :
Enmore Holy Holy Commun- Morning
Communion Communion ion Worship
APCM after
6:30pm
9.30am 9.30am ) Holy Com-
Goathurst Morning Holy &ggﬂr‘n munion
Worship Communion Wor h'g (BCP)
orship APCM be-
fore
9.30am 11.00am 11:00am ,fjlgr?]?r’]‘;
Holy Holy Morning .
Spaxton . . . Worship
Communion Communion Worship APCM after

Sunday 30" April

Easter 4

10.30 am Benefice Holy Communion at Nether Stowey
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I wonder what first springs to mind when you think of Easter. For many,
especially children, it will probably be chocolate eggs, although easter choc-
olate seems to come in many different shapes now. Sharing chocolate at
Easter, but for Christians Easter is about so much more — Easter is when we
celebrate the centre of our faith - Jesus who died and rose again so that we
might be forgiven all that is wrong in our lives and live with God for eterni-
ty. As a reminder of this wonderful story, I have written it below but, be-
cause chocolate is good, you might notice something in the story.

It was one Saturday night, after eight, and me and my mate, Freddo,
were being paid a bounty to guard this tomb. “Guard a tomb?” you say.
Yeah that’s a whole nut of an idea, I know.

There was this guy, see. We’d executed him on the Friday, but he had
said that he would come back to life so we were there to make sure he
stayed dead! No really, ’m not lion! You think that’s mad? Join the
club!

Now my mate is a bit of a smartie, so while we’re stood, guarding a dead
body, he says, ‘Why don’t we have picnic?’ And I thought, “Well, why
not? I could do with some time out.”

So we sat down and we ate our sandwiches — créme egg and cress for
me, then chomping some fruit and nut for one of me five-a-day, all
washed down with a nice big glass of dairy milk.

Anyway, back on the topic. After our food we were flaked out and ...
well ... I’m not going to fudge the facts, we fell asleep. I know we
shouldn’t have, but we did. We loosened our buttons, pulled off our
snickers (that’s sneakers, not knickers!), and lay down under the milky
way.

Next thing I know, there’s a crunchie sound, like when you rolo-way a
stone. I sat bolt upright and ... “‘What kinder surprise is this?’ I said. I
couldn’t have been more shocked if a penguin had arrived on a double
decker bus!

So what was it, this surprise? Only an angel — clothes all milky bar
white and hair all curly wurly — just sat there, on top of the stone! And
the tomb was open!

Me and my mate, we were in a complete twirl — we were so scared we
called for our mars — but just before we fainted clean away we heard a
ripple of fabric from the tomb. Seems the dead guy wasn’t so dead after
all! I heard a wispa as he stepped out. He winked at me and said, “aero,
mate!”

There are 31 different chocolate bars hidden here — did you spot them all.
We will be celebrating Easter across all our churches and there will be many
ways to hear the story of Easter, perhaps more conventionally. Do look for
details here, on social media and through our weekly benefice news.

I hope to see some of you there, but for now may I wish you a chocolate,
resurrection filled Easter.

Rev’d Nicki Bradford (curate)

31




CHURCH CONTACT POINTS
ST. MARY’S, Nether Stowey wit» ST. PETER & ST. PAUL, Over Stowey

Rector Revd. Eleanor King Tel: 734777
The Rectory, 25 St Mary St, Nether Stowey TA5 1LJ
eleanor.king@hotmail.com

Associate Priest Revd. Kate Sax Tel. 671 168
The Vicarage, Church Road, Spaxton TA5 1DA
kate.kinkiizi@gmail.com
Working days: Sun, Tues, Wed

Curate Revd. Nicki Bradford Tel. 733 360
nicki.bradford@hotmail.com

Readers Mrs Viv Chesterton, B.A. Tel: 733 568
3 Bishop Road, Nether Stowey TA5 1NP
Mrs Maggie Harrison Tel: 732532
32 Old Farm Road, Nether Stowey, TAS 1PE
Mrs Alison Hoare Tel: 732 350
2 Park Cottages, Over Stowey
Mrs Jeanette Bole Tel: 741 297

Putsham Mead, Kilve TA5 1DZ

Church Wardens - Nether Stowey

Mr. Alan Simson Tel: (01984) 632 773
Weacombe Gate, West Quantoxhead, TA4 4EB
Mrs. Gerry Wright Tel: 734 584

1 Mount Road, Nether Stowey, TA5 1LU

Church Warden - Over Stowey
Mr. Peter Higginson Tel: 732102
Bincombe Tops, Over Stowey

Church Centre Contact:
Mrs. Barbara Beer Tel: 732412

Church Centre Bookings:
Mrs. Pat Stacey Tel: 732518

Benefice Office: Mrs Alison Hoare
Church Centre, 27 St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey TA5 1LJ
Office hours Monday—Friday 9am - 11am
Otherwise phone & leave a message or email Tel: 732 855
Email:  gv.benefice@gmail.com
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Nether Stowey Art Group 4

St Marys Church Centre, Nether %
Stowey, TA5 1L

1% & 3" Thursday every month
2pm-4pm

£3 per session ¢

For more information about our group

Mac 732382

-2 2 26 2 2 24 2 2 24 2 26 24 2 24 24 24 24 2 2 24 24 2424 24 24 4 44 ¢
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 24 2 2 24 24 24 2 24 24 2 24 24 2 242 24 2 244 ¢

1 2. 8.8 0. 0.8 8.0.0 0680000084
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Alec Page 1923-2023

Alec lived well into his 100th year in his home in Plainsfield, still on his
feet, independent, laughing and smiling and enjoying visits from his
family and the company of his neighbours and many friends. He led a
long and interesting life.

He grew up in the West London pub The Colton Arms that was run by
his parents. A keen Boy Scout before the war he and the other Rover
Scouts became stretcher bearers during the London Blitz. He used to
cycle across London to his first Job in a shipping and insurance com-
pany and after work would join the City of London Fire Watch. Turn-
ing 18 in 1941 he volunteered for the Royal Navy and was sent to the
grandly named HMS Royal Arthur which turned out to be Butlins
Skegness where he trained as a Wireless Operator and Telegraphist.
He was posted to an Iceland shore station then served on mine-
sweepers operating out of Reykjavik before being called home as a
‘volunteer’ to the Submarine Service.

The RN had lost a lot of submarines many with their full crew and had
run out out of true volunteers. Alec said that he and his companions
were more than a little frightened of what their fate might be as they
were tested for bad ears and claustrophobia by descending into a wa-
ter filled silo wearing weights and breathing apparatus. After further
training he went back to sea on HMS Sea Scout, a big, newly built S-
Class submarine, 200ft long with a crew of 48. Sea Scout patrolled the
North Atlantic between Norway and Iceland before sailing to the Far
East in 1944 to take part in operations against Japan alongside the US
Navy.

At the end of the war she joined a hastily assembled RN Fleet which
entered Hong Kong Harbour and took the surrender of the Japanese
forces in the colony. Alec went ashore as part of a very small British
force and witnessed what he said were terrible conditions among the
people of Hong Kong, and some of the reprisals and brutality be-
tween the Chinese, those who had collaborated and the remaining
Japanese who had been unable to escape. He eventually got home
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safely to his wife Doris who he had met and married in a few short
months ashore in Blyth and his daughter Denise who he had never
seen.

Returning to work in Insurance in the City of London Alec took the
opportunity in 1966 to join the start-up brokerage Cooper Gay as one
of three directors with three staff. By 1983 they had over 100 staff and
Alec decided to retire aged 60 to Somerset with his second wife Jean
to keep horses and maybe do some consultancy work. The consultan-
cy work evolved into another successful expansion of a city firm and
he became Chairman of Mears & Co before retiring again at the age
of 72. He always said he had enjoyed the best years of the City, trav-
elled widely through business and made many friends.

He loved horses and had many memories of happy times riding out
with good friends on the hills. He at one time part owned a racehorse
with ‘mixed’ results but bringing him much pleasure if a little bit too
much excitement. To the very end of his life he liked to say how lucky
he had been and insisted that he only lived so long because he had
been a ‘wicked old sod.’

Tim Whittingham

Peter Greig 1939-2023

Peter became Chairman of Nether Stowey Parish Council in February
2012. He was particularly involved in driving forward the Quantock
Parishes Cluster, worked with Sedgemoor’'s Affordable Housing team on
the Harry Prowse Close project for which he chaired the Council's not
always easy public sessions, regularly interrogated the Hinkley C con-
struction team on the need for a dedicated site traffic route (Peter had
worked as a very young engineer on the construction of Hunterston
Nuclear Power Station in Scotland) and initiated the "virtual pavement”
on Lime Street to reduce risk on the school walk.

He helped revive the Playing Field Committee at its nadir, was a
signatory to the Licence for the Millennium Wood Jubilee extension,
took a keen interest in the re-presentation of Coleridge Cottage -
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believing it would have a positive impact on the local economy - and
helping chose local C18™ apple tree varieties for the renovated garden.
Usually a diplomatic Parish Council chairman, on one occasion
however, drily introducing the fourth successive recurrence of an
agenda item (still sadly a repetitive issue): “And now we get to the main
event — dog fouling”.

Outside his Council work Peter became chairman of the Somerset Local
Action Group responsible for allocating European Regional
Development Funds, when he was involved in funding the renovation
of the Quantock Lodge swimming pool complex and later with
installation of the solar panels on the Church Centre roof.

Within the community Peter worked on the Village Hall committee at
the time of its amalgamation into a Charitable Incorporated
Organisation with the Recreation Ground. He was an active member of
our Twinning Association, regularly winning the annual boules compe-
tition and exchanging visits with Theillay. He participated rigorously in
Nether Stowey's Neighbourhood Plan Working Group at its outset.

Trained as a civil engineer, Peter’s career was substantially associated
with construction, flood control and hydro-electric projects on The
Thames, The Indus, The Tigris, The Nile and The Yangtze-Yalong.
However the only body of water he ever fell into was Stowey Brook -
twice, eyes and thoughts on the wide horizon. He loved life in Nether
Stowey - reveling in oysters from Porlock, a bottle of red, a lunch in the
garden, chatting in the village on any and all subjects.

He was a proud Grandfather to four boys — Robin, Jack, Huw, and Peter,
able to enjoy their company “without the awful first-hand responsibility
of providing for them”.

We remember him as a gentle, kind, humorous, generous, hard working
husband, father, grandfather and friend. We are missing him
dreadfully.

Judith, John, Hannah and Nick -

thanks to friends and colleagues who worked with Peter and latterly for
their shared memories.
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Changing Times for Nether and Over Stowey Parishes

Within the next few months, those visiting the Parish Churches in
Nether and Over Stowey will see a document pinned to the door out-
lining proposed changes to the parish groupings in Quantock Dean-
ery. The PCC, and [, would be very grateful if you could take a mo-
ment to consider the proposals once they are published.
In the challenging financial environment it faces post-Covid, the Dio-
cese of Bath and Wells has taken the difficult decision to reduce its
number of paid clergy. Every area of Somerset will be affected by
these reductions and in our area (Quantock Deanery), we are re-
quired to reduce our number of those clergy from 5 to 4.
We have considered very carefully how this could happen whilst en-
suring that the church continues to serve our rural communities such
as yours, maintain regular worship in our church buildings, and pro-
vide pastoral care for those in times of sorrow and joy. There were
no easy answers but after a great deal of consideration by represent-
atives from across the Deanery, and consultation with all the church
councils, the following proposals are being made.

. Kilve, Holford and Stringston parishes will form a new grouping
with the Quantock Villages Benefice and Revd Eleanor King
(based in Nether Stowey) will be their new Rector.

. Stogursey and Fiddington parishes will become a new benefice
with Cannington, Stockland and Steart, and Otterhampton with
Combwich, with Revd Alison Waters (me) as their Rector.

. Revd Nicky Morgan (currently Rector of Quantock Coast Bene-
fice) will move to Bicknoller. She will remain the Rector of East
and West Quantoxhead, and will also serve the parishes cur-
rently known as Quantock Towers Benefice.

. Watchet and Williton Benefice will remain as it is.

In addition, all the parishes of our Deanery will form a new Group

Ministry. This is a means by which we can work much more closely

together as clergy and church communities, supporting one another,

and especially those invaluable and incredibly hardworking wardens
and volunteers who keep our churches open and available to villag-
ers and visitors.
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The consultation period, once it begins, will last for six weeks during
which all residents are welcome to respond to the proposals. If you
would like to know more please do not hesitate to contact a Church-
warden or other member of the PCC and you are welcome also to
contact me direct.

Getting to the point of this proposal has been difficult, and we are
very aware that it will be painful for some. We are glad, though, to
have been given the opportunity to put the plan together ourselves,
knowing as we do the needs of our churches and our communities,
and we believe that this proposal does offer the best potential for
our churches going forward.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Revd Alison Waters, Area Dean

cannington.benefice@gmail.com, 01278 652953

To advertise in
this space contact Sally at

advertising(@quantockmessenger.org.uk

MATHS, CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY, PHYSICS
GCSE AND A-LEVEL HOME TUITION
BY OXFORD GRADUATE

DBS CHECKED
34 YEARS EXPERIENCE
07766 286 001
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Nether Stowey Wednesday Club

Join us every Wednesday i time
St Mary’s Church Centre

10am-2pm
Coffee & Lunch at 12 noon

2 N

R@ﬁfﬂ%

We welcome all ages 70 + from surrounding
villages

We look forward to welcoming new
members both ladies and gents!

Pop in for a friendly chat meet the
members- Transport can be provided

Contact Maggie 01278 741230 or Tina 01278 732382

39




Steve Norris Electrical
(Cannington) WCI oomtsmn | i
‘E‘I'G«Slezr\\l'.'EAETélg enquiries@wci.co.u

for all types of electrical work

Te|ephone points Service and repair of all

PAT testlng sewage treatment plant,
R pumping and rainwater
NAPIT approved harvesting equipment.

Part P registered.

Call (01278) 662636
or mobile 07980 552 620

Call us today to arrange a
service visit - 01984 623404

PROFESSIONALLY HAND PAINTED
KITCHENS & FURNITURE

A sustainable, cost effective way of restyling and

renovating items you already have in your home
R0 Q% ———

www.twistofsomerset.co.uk

info@twistofsomerset.co.uk .4 i
@ 07921920113 - Lisa White Q W

@ @twistofsomerset Based in Nether Stowey

18
W To
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GOLF

at Enmore Park

LEARN the Game
PLAY the Game
LOVE the Game

www.enmorepark.co.uk

KITGHEN | 1% |55

@ QUANTOCK LAKES

OPEN

for breakfast, lunch, coffee and cakes

I’i 01278 732 207

o P R Inwood Farm, Nether Stowey, TAS THY
events programme www.kitchenatquantocklakes.com
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Qualified

Foot Health Practitioner
Toe nail cutting / thinning
Treatment for in-growing toe nails
Removal of Corns & Calluses
Treatment for infections

Nick Tester (DipCFHP MPSPract)

4 07907 394704

SALutary Footcare
O

Sally Nurton
S.A.C.Dip.

Qualified at Stonebridge.
Toe nail trimming, hard skin
and callus reduction, treatment
of corns, thick, ingrown and
fungal nails.

0O

For home visit, call

07532 452035

Bea‘ﬁ”

Ladies, Gents & Children
Modem & Friendly Environment
Gift Vouchers Available
Full Disabled Access

East Street Cannington
TAS 2HJ

01278 651251

www.browns-hairandbeauty.co.uk

CHIROPODIST

Grace Broww
M Inst CH P Reg no. Ch23926
FREE CONSULTATIONS
Nail Cutting & Filing
Hard Skin & Thickened Nails
Corn & Callus Removal
Treatment of Ingrowing Toe Nails
Diabetx Foot Care Advice
GeneralFoot Health

Full Disabled Access
East Street Cannington
TAS 2H)

01278651251

www.browns-hairandbeauty.co.uk
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To advertise in this
space, contact Sally at

advertising
@quantockmessenger.
org.uk

URNISHINGS

uncoubtedly surprise

P-'_" your mac

TRACY WINT
SOFT FURNISHINGS

01278 732734

tracywint@btinternet.com

Roman Blinds a speciality!

Quantock Home-Craft & Sewing

Soft furnishings, Curtains, Loose Covers, Cushions & Blinds
Made to measure, mended, relined or restored
Traditional Upholstery, re-covering, re-caning & seagrass
Lampshades made or recovered
Dressmaking repairs & alterations, new zips, hems etc.

Leatherwork repairs

NO JOB TOO SMALL, ALWAYS ASK
Contact Corisande Tennant
TEL: 07850739 249 or 01278 741364
Email: sewing@pelimingo.com
Woodlands Farmhouse, Holford, TAS 1SE
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WE HAVE MOVED

purnells

Nove Hhan just print

GRAPHIC DESIGN
DIGITAL & LITHO PRINTING
COPYING up to A0
LAMINATING
RAFFLE / PARTY TICKETS
POSTER PRINTS
MAIL SHOTS « SECRETARIAL
& TYPING SERVICES etc ...

info@purnells.org.uk www.purnells.org.uk

01278 458514

Unit 3, Kings Castle Business Park, Boards Road,
The Drove, Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 4AG
Established 1966




a unique approach to personalised
residential care for the elderly

restcare

because we're all individuals

01278 653056

Email:- info@restcare.couk
www.restcare.net

restcare

The Old Vicarage Residential Home
Stockland — Bristol

Near Bridgwater

Somerset TAS 2PZ

FIDDINGTON VILLAGE
HALL

Heather 734 624 or
07887 684 245

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co

To advertise here Coffee Morning and
' Book Swap

contact Sally on First Saturday of each

Advertising month, 10-12.

@quantockmessenger.org.uk | | £q jhe) drink, biscuit/cake

and book.

Extra book 50p.
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TRADE
FRAMES

INSTALLING & SUPPLYING QUALITY
PRODUCT TOBOTH TRADE & RETAIL
LOCALLY

WINDOWS CONSERVATORIES GARDEN ROOMS
CONSERVATORY ROOFS DOORS FASCIAS &
GUTTERING
CALL 01278 732778/ 07706705727
www.southwesttradeframes.co.uk
Contact us for a free no obligation quote

SPECIALIST IN WASTE MANAGEMENT

anomskrs -

* SKIP & ROLL ON OFF HIRE

¢ NEW WASTE BAG SERVICE e ASBESTOS MANAGEMENT

* TIPPER & GRAB LORRY HIRE * AGGREGATE & TOP SOIL SUPPLIERS
e WAIT WHILE LOAD SERVICE * DEMOLITION & SOFT STRIP

FOR SKIP HIRE BOOK ONLINE AT

O 1 278 45 7 5 98 www.srobertsandson.co.uk
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> %,7 DO YOU FANCY OUR FISH

& CHIPS? e % 7
WE WILL BE IN NETHER
STOWEY ON THE
FOLLOWING WEDNESDAYS
(CHURCH CENTRE)

5™ APRIL 2023
19™ APRIL 2023
3*"MmAy 2023
17™ MAY 2023

@ 31 MAY 2023

YOU CAN ALSO PREORDER BY MESSENGER AND TEXT
07583893236

WE WILL BE THERE 5:30 to 8:30!
@fancy_fishandchips

CROWN
CARPETS

Watsons Lane, Bridgwater TA6 5BE

P At A Ben Pt

[opp. ASDA by Bus Station]
We are a local business serving the
Community with good, honest,

‘old fashioned’ advice and service.
Vast range of roll stock and samples at
various prices
Not just Carpets, but also Rugs, Woods,
Laminates, Vinyls, Safety Flooring,
Karndean, Flotex, Carpet Tiles and
Underlays
Furniture move and uplift/disposal of old
flooring
Free Quotations and no obligation
measuring service.

Home visits with samples not a problem.
Visit Crown for all your Carpet & Flooring
requirements.

Email sclarke3@talktalk.net

emal. sclarke3Etoucansurf.com

01278 458737

Steph Hicks

hair@home

Have your hair done in the comfort
of your own home by Steph, experienced
In ladies and gents hair styling

tel: 01278 733045

7%

J

e & Garden
Electrical

All electrical jobs considered - no job too small
Work tested and certified
Qualified for inspection and testing

Mobile - 07789 515566
Home - 01278 734689

@ mjmcmurren@gmail.com
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For Lower Accountancy Fees and a Better Quality Service contact
Nicholas Owens of N. E. Owens & Co. (est.1989)
tel. (01278) 425 933 specialising in

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS VAT TAXATION TAX RETURNS
Low rates for Shopkeepers, Pubs, Farmers, Builders, Plumbers, Carpenters, Painter/
Decorators, Electricians and all Small Businesses. On line Tax Return and PAYE Re-

turn Service available. Annual Accounts from £100. Tax returns from £40. Member of
the Federation of Small Businesses—22 St. Mary Street, Bridgwater

“TO 8& FRO?> — _—
TRAVEL R

Private Car Hire
: LOCALLY BASED - GETTING YOU TO WHERE YOU WANT TO GO

:SHORT OR LONG DISTANCE - 24 /7 SERVICE
:FLEXIBLE BESPOKE SERVICE TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS
IQUOTES GIVEN ON ENQUIRY - NO SURCHARGES
SEDGEMOOR DISTRICT COUNCIL LICENSED

Call Jon on: O7597 989 737 or 01278 671 460

Email: toandfropch@yahoo.com

CHRIS’S TAXI

WINDOW CLEANING
JET WASHING

7 seats/wheelchair
access

RICHARD WILLIAMS

Wash and reach up to 50ft
Windows, doors, conservatories
Gutters cleaned & cleared
Driveways, paths, patios, paving,
brickwork & render

Bookings 24/7

All occasions, anywhere

Need to get there -

then call anytime Very competitive prices & free

guotes—discount for OAPs
Chris Nurton

07980 530 552
07532 452035

Friendly, reliable and local

Call: 07872937403 or 01278 671918
Email: rwilliams25@hotmail.co.uk
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The Ancient Mariner

(ome & (ry our new menu
Fine selection of local Real Ales
Excellent home cooked Sunday lunch
Every Sunday
Perfect for any celebration or event

Tel 01278 497510

NEW: The Rocking Horse Café by J&) Catermg
Brewers Water Farm, Crowcombe, TA4 4BH
+ Light lunches ¢ Cream teas ¢ Homemade cakes ¢ Barista
coffee ¢ Stunning garden and views ¢ Dog friendly ¢

¢ Also see J&J Catering for event catering ¢

www.jandjcatering.co.uk/therockinghorse
For pictures and reviews see our Facebook (@therockinghorsecafe)

or Instagram page (@the rocking horse )

THE OLD CIDER HOUSE

Period Guesthouse in the centre of
Nether Stowey

- _
LB O
v Four ensyite rooms ¢ Licensed dining

e Log fires o Pets welcome
245 Castle St NeterSbwey o On site micro brewerye Private Parking

TA5 ILN Tel: 01278 732

228 ldeal for walking, cyaling SEhtseeing or just relaxing.
Email: "‘.CE’,’:":’D(::E ”"c”" finshi hﬂ(‘n engoe Way
. e
fhecldciderhouse@gmad com e :
wabsite lynne& lan iook forweard to welcaming you aff year
round.

waw fhecldadernouss co uk
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Pub & Restaurant
The COttage Inn Keenthorne, nr. Nether Stowey
(01278) 732 355
*Home-made food*
*Real Ales* Fine Wines*
and a warm welcome
Everything you want from a traditional
English Country Pub

email : thecottage-inn@btconnect.com
www.thecottageinnkeenthorne.co.uk

The Old House

Self-catering Cottages & Bed & Breakfast
St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey
Cottages of great charm and character fur-
nisheg with every attention to comfort. For
those who wish to be spoilt: luxury B&B accommodation in the
Coleridge Suite & Sara’s Room
4 star Gold & Breakfast Award
Tel:(01278) 732 392 Web: www.theoldhouse-quantocks.co.uk

MERRYWOOD B4 gy

LIME STREET, NETHER STOWEY, TA5 1NH
TEL 01278 733 540 07803 042 725

7 en-suite rooms * 1 family suite * 2 rooms with self-contained kitchens

Excellent breakfast * Guest parking * WIFI * Families welcome * Close to
Quantock Lakes wedding venue * Home from home comforts

To advertise here, contact Sally on
advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk
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Kulera Care

LIVE-IN
CARE
SERVICE

At Kulera Care
we are passionate
? divering
Q 3‘ nal care.
hy all our What Is Live-Iln Care
— lONDON — rad Live-in

St 1963 Live-in care is a fantastic
carers are alternative to a care home or
experienced, residential fac

Our Live-in care

thoroughly vetted,
DBS checked prefer to stay i

- own home for
and well trained.

provsdes
Regulated by the opportunity for you or your

CareQual.ty independence, i

Commission in your own home.
PLEASE GET IN TOUCH
Sricowater,
Bridgwater, . O77 2995 7636
Somerset,

info@kuleracare.co.uk
United Kingdom 0

www. kuleracare.co.uk

FIND YOUR
FUTURE!

Applications

are open fm)
Septem ber .
2023 "'X“'

. : University
SCAN ME : Centre
9 Somerset

WWW Somerset ac ul'( " o 'm o Part of Bridgwater & Taunton College
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Beauty by Felicity

Full Range of Beauty Therapy Treatments in a relaxing and
peaceful environment.
Facials, Aromatherapy, Manicures, Pedicures, Waxing, Reflexology.
Over 25years of experience. Fully Qualified and Insured.
Gift Vouchers Available.
4a Castle Street, Nether Stowey TA5 1LN
01278 732594 / 07711 055203

Books for LIFE!
Mervyn Todd, St. Mary St. Nether Stowey, TA5 1LJ. Aid Projects; Health/Eye Camps; Wells;
Hospital Equipment; Orphans; Funding Medicines; Food and Vitamins for those in need.
YOUR DONATION WILL SAVE LIVES
tel. 07507 237 483 e-mail mstodd@lineone.net

L_aw

S O L Cl T @Q:R'S

INCORPORATING BROOMHEAD & SAUL AND SOLICITORS TITLE

We offer a variety of personal and
commercial services including:

- Family Law and Divorce = Buying and Selling Property
- Asbestos Related Diseases - Wills, Probates and Trusts
- Commercial Property Law - Business Legal Advice

Whichever service you require, we're fighting your
corner and we're onﬂouﬁ side.

Tel: 01643 701 888
1 Bancks Street - Minehead - TA24 5DJ

www.amicuslaw.co.uk

We’re on £206 ¢/~ side
o=

Bridgwater | Wellington | Minehead | Yeovil
Martock | Exeter | Taunton | liminster
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Quantock Lodge Pool
Opening Hours
Sunday

10.30am — 12.30pm Family
Swim

Monday
6.30pm — 8.15pm Lanes Swim
Tuesday
7.45am — 10.15am Adult Swim
Thursday

7.45am — 10.00am Adult Swim
6.30pm — 8.15pm Lanes Swim

Quantock Lodge Leisure

Over Stowey, Bridgwater
TA5 1HD

01278 733 375
info@quantocklodge.co.uk

VACUUM CHIMNEY
SWEEP

Over 20 years experience

AGA & Rayburn service/repair
Wood burner repair/refutb
Distance no object
Mr M H Kellaway, Glen Close,
Main Road, Holford

Tel: 01278 741 572

’--------------

StItches

CamIe

I
|
|
¥
|
d
|
|
\

www.stitchesbycarole.co.uk

\

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

I

I

I

I
-
Repairs Alterations & Every Stitching Need | -
|

stitchesbycarole@gmail.com 07880 501642 |

/

Is there something in your
wardrobe that:

¢ Istoo tight or too loose?

\ « |s too long or too short?

* Has a broken zip, missing
buttons?

* Needs a new lining?

o Has been ripped, torn or has
a hanging hem?

¢ Trouser legs too wide?

Do you need name tapes adding to
school clothes or uniform altering
to last a few more weeks?

Are your curtains too long or you
would like new cushion covers?

Do you need Bridal or Prom dress
alterations?

If yes, contact Carole for some
/ < | stitching help

No job is too small or unusual!
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KEENTHORNE GARAGE

Email: keenthornegarage@btconnect.com

T 127 M.O.Ts Servicing Keenthorne,
el (0 8) Repairs Car Sales Nether Stowey, Bridg-
732 256 Tyre Sales water,
Air con. Servicing Somerset TA5 1HZ

www.keenthornegarage.co.uk

L S e L 2
)
Chris _Llay L L
PR T TR R R R R PP T TR R R RPN E T RE W R
Plumbing & SWE P I ﬁ
. - A
Heatmg le HEATING

For Quality
CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICES
Boiler Servicing & Maintenance

Workmanship
& Guaranteed
Success
Rayburn-Aga-Stanley, Sales & Service All flue types swept
Gas, Oil and Solid Fuel Installations . . N
Oil Tank Replacement, 24 Hour Service, Maintenance & repairs 2
DON oil burner conversions CCTV camera Surveys 5

Domestic or New Housing Enquiries H 2
Welcome and safety inspections

CORG I registered Installer no. 10789

\\\\II

m FREE SAFETY CHECK of your
appliance with every sweep
NETHER STOWEY OFFICE m Annual reminders
(01278) 732 732
Fax (01278) 733 422 t: 01935 513207 m: 07421 018880

Yard and Store (01278) 733 444

email: allsweptaway@mail.com

: Nick Rich
y Plumbing & Heating
— o |
Gas - Oil - Solid Fuel - Renewables - Underfloor Heating
lel: 01278 733160
Mobile: 07881651940

nick.richplumbing@yahoo.com
www.nickrichplumbing.co.uk
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\M( |

Nick's Garden Improvements @

Outdoor maintenance and improvements

¢ Mowing aad Hedge trimming up 2 200 beght

o Tree proning up 20 250 height

¢ (harsaw strimming 3nd ground ceaiece

o Sheds RTimber frame erection frepairs/ dismanting
o Sl ol endiosurns | peny/ (80

¢ (oncrete hardanding's for dowe

¢ Decking

¢ Creeshouse emtion and demanting

o Orber work oonsidered please call o dscass

Plezse contact: Nick Singeton
Emak  nicksingletonworSamail.com

Mobile: 07950 231361

Acomn

Hardwood Logs

We supply quality
hardwood logs cut to
SIZe.

2.5m3 Loads

1.25m3 Loads

Contact Larrie
07756722615
01278 328832

AT SR

Neil Buller Carpentry Co.

Carpentry & Joinery - Somerset

Reliable, 12 years Experience,
CITB Qualified & Insured

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
email

neilbuller@hotmail.co.uk

website
www.neilbullercarpentry.co.uk

Address: 1 Court Orchard,
Cannington, TA5 2QH

Call 07796 545428

to book your free quotation!

N il
Not Just Travel Wanderlust
0333 121 6999

Dinotjustiravelwanderiust @ @ABTA Mwanderust6999
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mailto:neilbuller@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/neilbullercarpentry

Your Local Builder for 25 Years

MARK. A. STACEY

General Builder
Long Acre, Burton, Stogursey, Bridgwater Somerset TAS5 1QB
tel. (01278) 733 356 mobile: 07966 248 699
Email: markstacey77@googlemail.com

MIKE COLWILL
CONTRACTING

| TMPROVEMENTS | RENOVATIONS |
| GENERAL BUILDING | MAINTENANCE |

O7814 143799 |O1278 671389
WWW. MIKECOLWILLCONTRACTING.CO.UK

A.T. THORNE BUILDERS

ROOFING SERVICES

10 MILE RADIUS OF CANMINGTOMN COVERED

* ROOFING REPAIRS- STORM DAMAGE * RE-FELT/BATTEN TO NEW,/OLD ROOFS
*FLAT ROOF EPDM (RUBBER)/ FIBRE GLASS | * VALLEY REPLACEMENT
* LEAD FLASHINGS * CHIMMEY & MASOMRY REPAIRS

* ASBESTOS ROOFS COVERED, WITHOUT
MEED OF EXPENSIVE REMOWAL

* RAFTER—IOIST REPLACEMENT

* FASCIA & GUTTERING REPLACED, UPVC OR! ¥ VELUX WINDOWS - ROOF PODS
TIMBER SUPPLIED & FITTED

ALLNEW ROOFS CARRY A 10 YEAR GUARANTEE
FOR A PROMPT SERVICE
CALL 07960 938 940

EMAIL: thorne.builders@btinternet.com
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KEVIN STACEY
Painter & Decorator & all types of property
maintenance

Free Quotations

kevinstacey@live.com
07581 432662
01278 733587

Dave Date

e
Painter and Decorator, Interior and Exterior
All types of Tiling. Any other work considered

For a Quality Job and Great Value

Tel. (01278) 741 356 or call
Mobile 077 0977 2457

u

C Wilkins  TIM STOCEY

Painter & Decorator painter & Decorator
General Property HOUSE MAINTENANCE

Maintenance .
oCity and Guilds Free estimates

eFree Quotation (01278)
*NVQ Qualified 733 847
eOAP Discount v or mobile
35 East Street
Cannington, 07811
Bridgwater TAS5 2HL 558 521

Tel: (01278) 651 229
Mobile 07576 58 99 79
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Internal &
external quality
painting &
decorating, fully
insured & free, no
obligation quotes
supplied.

Friendlé, reliable & local
t

ogurseg;
KITCHEN & BATHROOM Call Drew on 07957 908328
Find us on drewstar66@gmail.com

www.kandbfeatures.co.uk

SUPPLY & FIT OR SUPPLY ONLY
Kitchens, Bathrooms, En-suites, Plumbing
Floor & Wall Tiling
Fully Insured & Free Quotations
We project manage the entire works.
Quality, at prices you can af ford
Family run business with over 35 years experience.

Home: 01278 651089 To advertise here, contact
Mobile: 07894140533 Sally on

I —— advertlsmg@quanltl?(ckmessenger.org.

Independent Family Funeral Directors
Directors: John W. Biffen and Miss Sarah . Biffen

W Caring & Personal Service W Private Place of Rest W Lady Conductor Available

B Helpful information available at all times W Golden Charter funeral plans for your peace of mind

Tel: 01278 423333 Day or Night

SALF 32 Wembdon Road, Bridgwater TA6 7DW

strond) Email: biffens@btconnect.com (I()l(](‘n (hanﬂ.
= . e |
4 Amall ¢ nough Jo Care
grrrm; the local ¢ ommunity _,'}:r_lbur generations
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(s
4ine MEMORIALS

ucyo‘w ! g - ! ! C)’Z »
BRAMM
BRIDGWATER e
18 ST. MARY STREET, TA24 5NP
01278 456119

WWW.FINEMEMORIALS.CO.UK

St Mary’s Church Centre, Nether Stowey

Dances, Concerts, Conferences,
Receptions & Exhibitions.
Level site with easy access for disabled.
Large illuminated parking area.
Hall and Kitchen and a comfortable
lounge for smaller meetings. All well heated. Wi-fi available. Please
ask about tables, chairs, cutlery, crockery when booking.
Bookings: Pat Stacey tel. 732 518

OVER STOWEY VILLAGE HALL & SOCIAL CLUB
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Meetings, Parties, Receptions, Wakes, Luncheons, Classes, Exhibi-
tions

Competitive rates — Bar available on request

For full details & bookings please contact Jackie Barrow on
01278734800 or 07891720565

LITTLES STORES

7 St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey

PayPoint  *In-store Bake Off & fresh bread daily * Fresh [|iEhEdelils
self service fruit & veg ¢ National Lottery
Newspapers & magazines plus daily deliveries ¢ Full extensive range of gro-
ceries & household goods ¢ Look out for special offers. Many half price or
buy one, get one free ¢
7am-7pm Mon-Sat, 8am-5pm Sun - Tel. (01278)732 249
krisconvenience@yahoo.com
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PLOWRIGHT

NN ORGANIC

Stowey Rocks Farm

Homegrown, organic
vegetables

* Direct from your local
Somerset farm

@ Unbeatable freshness

Q,f';s 0 (/.

NG
www.plowrightorganic.co.uk 3¢ N2
Rgan"

IJAR{E
The Mill

HEALTH & FITNESS SUITE

* CARDIO SUITE
* FREE WEIGHTS ROOM

— + STUDIO CLASSSES

* SAUNA

v * POOL MEMBERSHIP
« BAR PLANS
AVAILABLE
O SUIT

. EVERYONE
Get in touch

T. 01278 734893 %

S w. www.themilifitnesssuite.co.uk W WE -
T.01278 734893 » www.millfarm.biz f The Mill Fitness Suite

The Mill Health & Fitness Suite * Mill Farm Caravan & Camping Park
Find us at: Mill Farm Fiddington, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA5 1JQ
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Grandfield & Son

Timber, Joinery & DIY

Keenthorne, Nether Stowey, TAS 1HZ

Tel. 01278 732219 wwwgrandfieldandson.co.uk

" Grandfield & Son

Funeral Directors
Independent Funeral Directors for Five Genera-
tions
Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans available

Tel. 01278 732219 wwwgrandfieldandson.co.uk

i)

To hire or
enquire :
* MUGA

» Tennis Court

» Commercial
NETHER

* Club House
s I OWE I Website: stowey.org.uk

VILLAGE HALL & RECREATION GROUND Email: enquiries@stowey.org.uk
Telephone: Sharon Mayell 01278 732311
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