
OVER STOWEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Minutes of the Parish council meeting held on the                                18th January 2016 in the village hall
Present:

Parish Councillor

R Curtis (Chairman) 










K Barrow (Vice-Chairman)









M Cavill







P Tully







B Bartlett









J White







D Peaster





District Councillor

J Pay
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1. Apologies for Absence

None – all members present
2.  Members of Public

Mrs. Alison Hoare the Village Agent attended the meeting and gave the following information:
A meeting regarding the intended Community Car Scheme took place on 19th January 2016. Information was given about the scheme that has     already been set up in Stogursey, using the Somerset County Council toolkit. It has been suggested that the new scheme covers both Over Stowey and Nether Stowey to make it easier to run.
A Coffee Morning took place on Saturday 23rd January 2016 (10.30 – 12.00). 
Mrs. Hoare also asked if Over Stowey Parish Council would like to make use of the e-mail service Over Stowey in Touch – for the purpose of      channeling information to members of the public e.g. for notices, agenda, meetings, minutes or website.
Cllr Barrow noted that the Over Stowey Parish Council website should be the point of reference for this information and it was suggested that a link to this may be more appropriate.
3.  Declarations of Members Interests in Respect of Items on the Agenda

None – there were no declarations.
4.  Minutes of the Meeting 21st December 2015

Cllr White stated that it was agreed at the December meeting that there should be a public meeting before the March meeting re Downing Legacy. 
Cllr Curtis noted that this would be included under Items for Discussion      – A. Downing Legacy.
The minutes of the December meeting were approved by Cllr Tully and      seconded by Cllr Peaster.
5.  Items for Discussion
A.  Downing legacy:

· 


Requests for contributions have been received from the Recreation Committee asking for an amount to ‘kick start’ the recreation ground play area fund raising.
With regard to this request, Cllr Tully stated that he had received     correspondence from Pardoes solicitors. A new solicitor has been       appointed and there has been some confusion over the terminology re. a car park. There will not be a car park, it is for an extension to the    playing field for summer events and this should now resolve the   queries over what is intended. A reply will have to be sent to Pardoes confirming this, which will need to be sent by the Recreation      Committee.
The e-mail also requested £300 towards the fees incurred as        previously agreed by Over Stowey Parish Council. 
Request agreed by Cllr Barrow and seconded by Cllr Tully.
·  


Friends of Quantock have requested funds towards re-siting the   parking area at Crowcombe Park Gate. They are hoping to provide banking along the Over Stowey side of the road. Councillor Bartlett stated that the Commoners would need to give their consent for this and requested a copy of the letter for him to review and then reply to Friends of Quantock. The Clerk confirmed that a copy of the letter will be made available to Councillor Bartlett at the earliest opportunity.

·  


A public meeting will be held on Monday March 21st 2016 from 7.00 – 7.30pm for members of the public to attend and state their requests for funds. Five minutes will be allocated to each request - dependent on the number of requests.
B.  Change of signatories:
The Clerk has completed the relevant paperwork and the Chairman and Vice Chairman need to authorise – appropriate areas of the forms were signed at the end of the meeting to allow this to proceed.
C.  Over Stowey sign – quotes:
One verbal quote to re-place the sign has been received from Matthew Peaster for £70.00 plus VAT.

It was asked if it is possible to move the sign to the other side of the road as it can create a visual block for some drivers.

District Cllr Mike Caswell explained that the County Council would have to approve any movement of signage. Nigel Haggett to be contacted. Work would also have to be undertaken by a County Council approved contractor. It was confirmed that Matthew Peaster is County Council approved.

The sign would have to be replaced on a ‘like for like’ basis.

 Matters Arising:

i)

Councillor White is planning on holding a celebration for the Queens 90th birthday on a non-fund-raising basis as a village event for the people of Over Stowey on Saturday 11th June 2016.

The intention is to have a band, cream teas, food and drinks (bar could be provided by the village hall) available for potentially 80 – 90 people.

This would require port-a-loos and Councillor White asked if Over Stowey Parish Council would be prepared to fund these.

It was agreed in principle and Councillor Curtis stated that he would phone for quotes. Costs to be on agenda of next meeting.
Mrs. Alison Hoare stated that a drinks license would need to be obtained. District Councillor Mike Caswell explained that during the Jubilee         celebrations, due to the level of licenses required, the Government issued a special license to cover Jubilee events and that could possibly be the same for the 90th birthday celebrations.

All were in favour of funding the port-a-loos.
ii)
Pot-hole at Crowcombe Park Gate has been reported.

Pot-hole on the A39 near The Apple Tree has been reported.

Cllr Curtis will contact Tony Fairfax with regard to this.
countyroads-sedgemoor@somerset.gov.uk 
6.  Matters Arising for the Agenda for 15th February 2016 meeting:
Add correspondence to the agenda.

Discussion re. mountain bikes at Cockercombe.

Portaloo costs to be agreed.
7.  Planning:
Application number: 40/16/00001/SJH

Applicant: Mr. P & Mrs. G King

Location: 9 Adscombe Lane, Over Stowey, Bridgwater, TA5 1HN.

Proposal: Installation of five roof mounted photovoltaic panels and erection of ten ground mounted moveable photovoltaic panels.

The Parish Council had no objections.
     8. Financial Matters

A. Clerks Wages £146.98


Proposed: Cllr White



Seconded: Cllr Peaster

      Handover to new Clerk £60.00


      
Proposed: Cllr Bartlett


Seconded: Cllr Cavill


B. Purchase of laptop and software £299.99

                       Microsoft package £119.00

 Proposed: Cllr Barrow



Seconded: Cllr Tully
     9. Date of Next Meeting – 15th February 2016
Amanda McMurren
Clerk to Over Stowey Parish Council
To: Members of the Parish Council Cllr R Curtis, Cllr B Bartlett, Cllr D Peaster, Cllr K Barrow, Cllr M Cavill, Cllr J White, Cllr P Tully, County Cllr J Edney, District Cllr M Caswell, District Cllr J Pay

